
Ouray County Pet Laws and Ordinances 

In unincorporated Ouray County, pet ownership is regulated primarily by Resolution No. 

2017-007, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (also serving as the Board of 

Health) Ouray County, CO. This resolution replaces earlier resolutions and applies to all owners 

of dogs, cats, ferrets, and other domestic pet mammals. 

Key Requirements 

1. Rabies Vaccination 

• All dogs, cats, ferrets, and other domestic pet mammals must be vaccinated against 

rabies by a licensed veterinarian. 

• Vaccination is required to protect public health and welfare, as unvaccinated pets pose a 

rabies risk Ouray County, CO. 

• The Board may require proof of vaccination for control and licensing purposes. 

2. Control of Dogs 

• A dog is “under control” if it is: 

• On a leash or other physical restraining device with sufficient strength to restrain 

it; 

• Confined in a building, fenced enclosure, motor vehicle, or other structure that 

prevents escape; 

• Within sight and hearing of its owner or authorized agent, and will return to 

them on command (within 4 feet) Ouray County, CO. 

• A dog is not under control if it bites, jumps on, harasses, chases, or otherwise inflicts 

damage or injury. 

3. Licensing and Registration 

• The Board may establish licensing and registration requirements for pets, including fees 

and documentation. 

• Licensing is tied to compliance with rabies vaccination and control rules. 

4. Owner Responsibility 

• Owners must ensure their pets are vaccinated, licensed, and under control at all times. 

• Failure to comply can result in enforcement actions, including impoundment. 
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Enforcement and Penalties 

• The Board of County Commissioners has statutory authority under C.R.S. 30-15-101(1)(a) 

to set reasonable regulations for the control of dogs and other pet animals Ouray 

County, CO. 

• Violations may lead to fines, impoundment, or other penalties as determined by the 

Board. 

Where to Find the Full Text 

The complete text of Resolution 2017-007 is available on the Ouray County 

Ordinances page: Ouray County Ordinances Ouray County, CO. For the most up-to-date version, 

check the County’s official site or contact the Board of County Commissioners. 

Tip: If you live in the City of Ouray, the City Municipal Code Chapter 10 (Police Regulations) also 

contains animal control provisions, so check both sources depending on your location. 
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